Improvements to business sugn code are under way
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hen
county
" inspectors met
with business-
es in Kahului
and Wailuku

months over -
signage that did not-cormply
with the-current law, a major
signage issue erupted in Cen-
tral Maui, The issue is unifying
members of the Maui Chamber
of - Commerce, the business
sector, the Mani County Coun-
cil, the administration and oth-

ers in the community to revisit

* the ordinance quickly “and
make meamngful changes to

.t

- i thie past few _

the 10-year-old code.
Many businesses- are "un-

aware of the code, and non-.
" Complianit signage has. growit

over time. However, this siua-

-.tion did not happen overnight
in - the , Kahului/.
Wailuku area. The situation.

nor just:

has evolved for years island-
wide. Some estimate that 50
percent to 60 percent of Mui

* businesses. have signage ele-

ments outside of the exisiing
code, : .

People have a growmg-

recognition that there is room

to change the older code, and

understand that businesses
must promofe their products

and sérvices. Such promotion
s critical in these economic:
times especially, because win- -
dow signs are a cost-cffective

marketmg tool, Sowork is pro-
gressing to: revisit how signage
square. footage is calculated;
create parameters that support
enhanced design; allow win-

dow. signage; and bring busi-
nesses into conformity, while'

affording thern broader promo-

“tional opportunities that do not

endanger the pubhc or our en-
vironment.

The chamber s involvemént

in the signage .issue began

“months ago, when Council

Member Joe Pontanilla, hear-
ing" complaints, started ad-

dressing -the matter with the

Planning Department and the

chamber. We, 100, began hear-

ing from businesses that had
met with inspectors and shared
this information with the public

while reaching out to. Mayor

‘mayor and  Pontanilla had

Charinaine Tavares
We asked the mayor for a

stay from enforcement while

everyone worked on making

- minor modifications to particu-

lar sections of the ordinance.
We also requested a meeting
with her and -our board mem-
bers, At an earfier public meet-

ing of the mayor and Pontanil- -

la, the mayor already hac sug-
gested that the chamber could
help by bringing larger groups
together, which we agreed to
do.

Meanwhile, Council Mem-
ber Sol Kaho'ohalahala had
drafted an ‘ordinance to amend
the.current law. Moreover, a
group of sign-makers and other
businesspeople who attended
the public meeting with the

formed an ad-hoc commmee

The purpose of the comnittee

was 1o make recommendations
for amending the ordinance,
. All agreéd that time was of
the essence to keep businesses

‘from being fined, and, with a
draft bill in play, efforts quick- -

ly ramped up. ..
With the ad hoc comrmttee 8
recommendations  in - hand”

when Kaho‘chalahala’s bill
was heard, a number of recom-

meéndations were. approved.

The Planning Department con-
curred that these recommenda-
tions were to be included in the
bill when it i$ heard. Other rec-

ommendations that required
.1hore discussion then became

the basis for teview in the

‘Chamber’s community meet-

ings now under way

Two meetmgs have been
held: last Tuesday in Central
Maui and Thursday in West

- Maui. Two more meetings are

scheduled: this Tuesday in
South Maui, - followed by
Wednesday in Upcountry. De-
tails are at the chamber website
at www.matichamber,com.

- If you are unfamiliar with
the signage ordinance, do not
know whether your business is
in compliance, or want to share
your thoughts on signage and
what you feel is needed and/or
appropriate, please'attend these
meetings. This issue is moving
quickly, and now is rhe time to

-be heard. .
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