Old legislation, such as signage ordma:_nce, hurts business

by Pamela Tumpap

ver the years, new indus-
A\ Jtries were built and our
economy changed, but sadly

hind-to'stagnate. And, just like
stagnant water, “it stmks and
hurts businesses.

The stagnation began with transient- vacatlon

rentals under this -administration, and a county.

code that had not kept pace with the birth and
growth of the TVR industry. While attempts
were made to update the code, it sits untouched
by the County Council’s Planning Committee
chaired by Council Member Sol Kaho®ohalaha-
la. | ‘

Also stuck in his committee is home-based
business legislation that is desperately needed,
since many businesses have cut expenses to the
bone and must work from home.

In these instances, businesses seek legislative
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some legislation was left be--

'reilef 0 operate legitimately. However, they are

being left in the cold and face the threat of being
shut down at any time by a simple complaint —
whether based on merit or not — because they
operate outside of zoning ordinances.

The situation puts the Maui Chamber of
Commerce in an odd position because Wwe be-
lieve businesses should operate within the law.
Unfortunately,.our laws need revamping, and
this is not the time to hurt businesses further.or
shut them down when our economic health re-
lies on them. Yet, businesses continue to be im-
pacted negatively, with the latest culprit being
our anfiquated signage ordinance.

If you are in business and not familiar with
the county’s signage ordinance, be aware be-
cause the ordinance apparently is being en-
forced like never before. The ordinance can be
found on the county website, under Title 16
Buildings and Construction of the Maui County
Code, Chapter 16.13 Commercial Signs.

Businesses report they are receiving visits
from county mspcctors who inform the fmns

they are in “noncamphance with this lawand -

must take signage down, leaving some to ask'if’

this is the county’s new way of raising revenue.
(Not likely; but this enforoemem is conmbutmg
to these perceptions.)

+Reports include fast- f00d fra.nchlses and oth—
er businesses being told that they must take
down from their windows signs that showcase
pictures of products offered, to a business bemg
told that its “Going Out of Business” banner is
nonconforming. Imagine fighting to survive,
losing the battle-and having fo close your busi-
ness, putting up that heart- rending “Going Out
of Business” sign to.let customers know and
selling the remaining inventory to salvage as

much as possible, and then being met by an in-

spector who apparen(ly read the sign and still
chose to inform you that it is in noncompliance.
The scenario is maddening.

While reports to date have been warnings and
not fines if the signage is removed, the fines for
such a violation can be stiff, including $1,000
per day for each v1olat:on that persists. .

Chamber of Commerce.

At a time when busmcsses are strugglmg to

! get Customers, through their doors and are Jook-
.ing at inexpensive approaches to do that, busi-
: ness owners are floored to have to take needed
‘signage. down. We all support reasonable regu-
Jlation butdo not see'the harm these signs create.

Businesses owners’, frustration mounts when
they learn that they could have another sign of
the same size, in the same location, as long as it
doesnot contain a picture of a product or service

- they offer. How does such regulation better pro-

tect and serveé businesses and the public, and
justify increased enforcement of this obsolete

‘legislation? From our.view, this regulation nei-

ther protects nor serves the community! We are
working on this issue and asking the mayor to
get involved.

The attacks on businesses must stop! We
have the power to make a difference. Unite and
vote for business-friendly candidates this elec-
tion. Now is the time for positive change.
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