‘vl tnit is bemg used
- This bill affects. long term

. _Tental:units and. second- -home:
- "condominiurn - “OWners;

negatively inmipacts various in-
dustries and residents by rais~

. ing the tax for many condo- -
. miniom owners from the apart- -

- ment réal property tax rate 10 a
hotel (66 percent -boost) or

time~share (1 80 percent htke) z

rate. o
If passed, the b;lll could force
- condominium owners to:
.+ v Significantly . “increase
_Yental rates for many local resi-
dents and long-term tenants to
cover the higher taxes.

- Convert long-term units to

short-term rentals, resulting in
fewer long-term rentals for
hundreds of residents  and

: together - escalating’-foreclo-
::sures and the liability ¢ and b
“and™

den‘on other property owner

.'in the association. .
“The- Finance \Department"
touted the bill as “bringing uni- -
‘fonmty and fairness;” and clos--
ing' loopholes for “cheaters.” "
Howeyer, many felt the meas-
ure'was put forward as.a means.
- of raising more-motiey for the-
county, and . commumcatedfﬁ
- other ways to address the issye:

without unfairly-hitting thosé

-who accurately report; and pay
their fair share, - - -

* The Public Services _C_om—:

mittee also heard two bills =~

adding - “aquatic "life- opetas

tions” to Chapter 5 and “aquat-
iclife” to Chapter 6. 04 {animal

pro ;
by -Maui: collectors' reported
ncreaging from:3;600 fish'in

-and the process-for’ co]lectmg
. coral reef fish and- aquanum.
liferis being reviewed. .

004 0 22,000 fish by 2008,

" To mitigate concerns as tlns

“industry: expands.and to em-
ploy-appropriate efvironmen--
tal- protections, we. commented )

on both bills, . .
“We expressed alarm over the

(where the: law prlmarﬂy :
compasses +dogs - arid

abruptly ‘jumps, without' equal.’
.coverage for other animals; to -
- aquatic: life) is ‘not the, nghti}
“We support the wise: use of
‘ocean resources for res1dent.'
and visitor enjoyment, use that >
- 1s consistent-with protection of .
. the'marine environment. And:
‘weunderstand that exploitation
of ‘ocean resoirces: “beyond'a

sustainable level will destroy’
obr deficate ecosystem and af~ '
“fect our economy:’

COIIlCS

viewing-in aquariums, fish-

~We understand the leglsla—.
tive intent is to recognize the .
numbers of marine fish collect-+
“'ed; improve collection. prac- -
d- - ticesy help protect habitats din-
ing collection; and work ‘with:
those “who . ‘are* “collecting,
. transportmg and-displaying’
fish™ for ‘sale. However, the
definitions above gowell be-
“yond that. They involve people
.01 businesses that purchase and -
: '-keep aquatic life as pets'or for

restavrant, etc.,
'aquanum or pond

*path SJgnlﬁcant penalttes for v1ola—

ors of the new: sect:tons
While'! exemptlons 'fo or-

: he W1de net cast-in
e Hanimal control” il it ap-
ears if. ohe-won a fish. atthe
“ourity - Pair, one ‘could find * -
trouble-if the:fish died in'the
. bag before reachmg home. ' We
“do not think this outcome was

ganizations” “like; the ~ Maui~ the infent-of the bill.

Ocean Center and thie 1nc1u51on

‘of cultural and Native Hawai-
path for achrevmg desned out—

ian‘rights are appreciated, the

“expansive definitions arc cans-
&5 of concern by i

- - Businesses (pet shops '
: Wal Mart, etc.) that seil figh,

hotel
that has an

st Any busmess

- Aquarinm, mamtenance
eompames ‘landscapers, pool

<contractors, etc., that install and

mamtam aquanums or ﬁsh/kor

:ponds..

- Homeowners who have

.ﬁsh bowls aquanums ponds '
'etc )

As the'issne was meant to
deal wrth aquarium collection
and those engaged in such ef-
“forts for selling purposes,. we
- suggested rhodifying the defi- -
nitions to better reflect and ad-
+* dress those activities, and take
businesses ‘and homeowners
out of the equation. -~ .

~In these economic times we
need fair, reasonable and solid-
solutions to avoid negatwe un-
intended consequence’s, and
we are workmg toward that
tend.
B Pamela Tumpap is president
of the Maui Chamber of Com«
‘merce. -



