drought, water restrictions or

- loss. of ‘water,” this Tescurce’

quickly becomes top of mind,

if not urgent. Well, a pressing.
. matter is at hand with the state.
Commission on Water  Re-’
source Management setting In-"
* tetim’ In-stream Flow  Stan- .
dards, We must make under- -

standing the water situation a

priority . becanse -the - current

path couid be devastating,
Water continually should be

in the forefront of community-
_discussions because . this re-*

source is ~ plain and simple
— essential to kife. We cannot

live without water, a resource

that is becoming more pre-
cious, not just on Maui but
worldwide, Therefore,
must elevate public knowl-

gwe to Where our water comes:
- from, how we are using this re-
source. and what it provl_des‘?
However, - when! there is a

we

. should b made in the public’s
-mterest We beheve the deci-~
sions should be balariced and

reflect: the triple-bottom-line :

=~ economy, environment, so- -

cial well-being '~ view of sus-

‘tainability. - The. ™ ~decisions *
" should mcorporate a broad

view - ‘examining all possible

water sources and resolutions,
‘mcludmg new source develop-
and take into account
both current and future needs.

ment —

“Too often, judgroents about
water have been made with lit--
tle public knowledge about the :
impact on people’s lives, with

tiinox participatien"from resi-

dents and businesses, and few
voices heard overall. This can-
not continue - — especxa]ly not
with water, which impacts us
all. It is time we further educate
ourselves, get involved - and.
speak up, which is exactly
what happened this week,

As the state Co_mm.wsmn on

R

.let eommlssu)n_
commumty wants

Jbalanced water decisions; that, g

put people first,:

Parumpants know that-a 50 i
‘percent: reduction’ jn “Siream- .
water lse: would impact Tési-
dents, businesses and agricol:
ture negatively, and want to ses
more consideration of these ex-

isting uges.

- signed. circulated petitions to

implore the CWRM to ensure

‘that: Interim "In-stream’ Flow

Standards, or TIFS, set for East.

and West Maui continue, to
provide water to sustain off-
stréam uses for homes; busi-
nesses, county water- systems,

commumty facﬂmes and agri--

culture.-

Petition signers get that the
recommended 50 percent Te-

duction in'water diverted from"'
streams is not a “big-business

issue” as some want to tout, but
a concern that impacts them

Closeto 3 000 peopie have :

Under the’State Water Code

Chapter - 174C,. Hawaii. Re-
‘vised Statutes, the CWRM has -
the. responsibility of establish- "
ing 1IFS. In doing so, dccord-
mg to its. Web site, the £om-
- mission is to “weigh'thei impor:
tance of the present or: potential -
“in-stream values with the im-
-portance of the present or po-

tential uses of water for nonin- “fice, Yo also can write letters -

stream purposes, including the

-economic impact of restricting
such uses.” Currently, we feel
more consideration” must ‘be.

, . given to. the. €COnDMIC impact

of: ehmmatmg 50 percent of ..

. the current in-stream flow. -~

- Our message, along with the

health. Our concern is with the

recommendation on the hefty

“While TIFS is a hugs, fast-

-"movmg issue, the. general pub- :

lic:is niot wéll-versed in the is--

“sue. Another 19 East Maui -
‘streams’are now under review,
-and: ‘only one public hearing

was scheduled this-past Thurs-
day. Tf you missed that hearing,

‘you'still can be heard.

“You can _sign the petition. .

* Contact the Maui Chamber of

Commerce at 871-7711 to

“have the petition faxed or e-
‘mailed to you, or visit our of-

or e-mail the CWRM, the gov-

-emor, mayor and elected offi-
-clals, and share your concerns.

Comments - will be taken
through the end of this month,

‘Weurge. everyone to partici-

’ pate in' this important discus-

s X ‘sion that directly iimpacts our
public outcry, is not that no wa- .~

ter should be returned to the -
Streams. We, too, want stream -

way and quality of life. |,

B Pamela Tumpap is president

~of the Maui Chamber of Com-
merce, '




