e

A
%
3

G

H
H
1
i
{

THE CHAMBER Vmw .
by Pamela Tumpap
| his has
‘ beenan -
incredible
week with a
new president -
and the open-
ing of our leg-
islative ses-
sion. All around, there is a
strong realization of the chal-
lenging times we are in, an ur-
gency to move things positive-

oving positively forward together

- ly forward, and a hope that re-

newal and innovation will re-
sult from this difficulty and our
country, state and communities
will emerge better and stronger
having gone through it..

In his inauguration speech,

President Obama called .for

“hope over fear and unity of

purpose over conflict and dis- -
cord.” He reminded us that -

change has come to America;
that all Americans have duties

‘unto themselves, their nation
and the world; and ‘that it is -
time to begin again and remake -
 opportunity for change. :
‘Republican - Rep: .. Ly_nn
:megan discussed the impar:

America, In moving forward,

‘he shared the need to create .

jobs, resfore sciences, increase

- alternative energy, address cli--

mate. change,

spending and take more of a bi-

i pamsan approach m pohcy—

‘tries "= tourism, construcno
and “the ‘military =~ while
reaching - toward lonmrange»‘_g
goals” - o-o- o LA

 transform
schools, manage gﬁvemment’

making. 4 ‘
These same septiments were

‘echoed this week in the state

‘House of Representatives dur-
ing the.opening of the Legisla-
ture.

House' Speaker Calvin Say

highlighted several economic .

predlcnons for 2009, includ-
ing that unemployment is ex-
pected to.rise to 5.8 percent
and the Council on Revenues is
projecting a 3 percent real
property (ax revenue decrease,

equating to a $1.8 billion cu~

mulative budget deficit. . .
Say called for joint efforts
between legislative bodies to
resolve these challenges and
shared . five areas that ' the

House will address in 2009. .
‘They are:

. Mamtammg basic soc1al
and health services. .

* Maintaining the level of
education in the classroom. -

offs

. Workmg with the federal
. govemment on smmﬁus pack-: “fu
v gy He too called for bold ini
. tiatives, Iocal efforts (nai:m

ages. . :
. Treatmg thxs budget as :

tance of supporting key-indu;

‘further exploring niche areas .

- streamlining the $1.9 billion in -
- entrepreneurship, fostering in-
-grams;

-+ certain that farmiers and small

‘businesses are included in th
" process a8 pmv;ded ot by law,

: much of what has been said * Ci

Sha called for support of the these past few day:

Hawaii Tourism Authority and t

such -as “hetitage”: tounsm,

ﬁczals accountable, me ‘__‘
ward with' creatmg a

construction projects, Suppoit- - /
abie future using £ the’ !Izple bﬂ

ing the Hawaii Clean Energy .
initiative, reducing unneces-:
sary regulatlcm on busmesses,
mlot raising taxes, eRcouraging -,

vestment and supporting CAct
221 (the high-tech tax- credit” -
investment mmabve) and ad-
vancing science, technology
and engmeenng skms pm-

The time’ for sxttmg on
‘Taurels is ‘past. Let’s roll up
sieeves and work’ togeth

Democraﬁc Rf:p B!ake O&«
hiro said we rieed m mck at

goveriiment spéndi Wi
procurement pracess ‘fo make . ects

He said the House supports the sl 1

' Hawaii | Clean Energy bill and etirs hi
. Avoxdmg govenun&m lay- 7 note tise Wi
. at aliernative ways to emPOWET ’

commes and commumues {

* Some skeptlcs may say that 'is preside fthe dil
ber of G




