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ome  oc-
cupations
— a legal

term describ-
_ing cottage in-
dustries.
are prevalent
on Maui, and
nearly everyone knows some-

one operating one. Over the
years, aided by technological
advancements, the numbers
have increased in all zoning ar-
eas. Yet, our laws haven’t kept
up with this trend, and the issue
is being taken up again with an
antiquated definition of “home
occupation.”

The .Planning ‘Department
drafted a bill to authorize home
occupations in additional zon-
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ing districts beyond Wailuku
and Kahului, and recommends
adding rural zoning to-the bill,
which is great. However, agri-
cultural zoning is not included,
and the definition of “home oc-
cupation” is 10-plus years old,

In tackling this matier again,
let’s establish a feasible defini-
tion.

" Residential uwse is the pri-
mary use of residential zoning,
and we must protect our neigh-
borhoods. Not all home occu-
pations are appropriate, and
reasonable regulation is need-
ed: But with reasonable regula-
tion, we feel neighborhood
concerns — such asnoise, traf-
fic, parking, etc. — can be ad-
dressed, and fitting home occu-
pations can be allowed and le-
gitimized, However, the cur-
rent definition below 15 ex-
tremely limiting,

“Home. occupation” means
an enterprise or activity con-
ducted by the occupant of the

“dwelling unit wherein the ‘en-

terprise or activity takes place
and which involves either the
Srowing, processing or manu-
facturing of a product or the
provision of services for con-
sideration and profit, provided
that: - -

1. No persen other than a
member of the family residing
on the premises of the dwelling
unit shall be emploved by the
home occupation.’

2. No more than 25 percent
of the floor area of the dwelling
unit shall be used by the home

occupation.
3. No group-instruction

‘classes or group-sales meeting.

shall be permitted on the prem-
ises of the dwelling unit.

4. No product shall be ex-
changed by the operator of the
home occupation or the opera-
tor’s agents to any other person
on the premises of the dwelling
unit for consideration,

5. No sign, display or
change in the exterior appear-
ance of the dweliing unit to ad-
vertise the home occupation
shall be permitted.

6. No goods, chattel, materl—
als, supplies or items of any
kind shail be delivered either to
or from the premises of -the
dwelling unit used for a home

'occupation other than by a ve-

hicle owned by the residents of
the dwelling unit, and limited
to cars, jeeps, vans with a max-
imum capacity of nine passen-
gers, and four-wheel drives and
trucks with a maximum load
capacity of three- quarters of a
ton.

7. Any storage of goods,
samples, materials or objects
used in connmection with the
home occupation shall be
stored within the dwelling unit
and shall receive the approval
of all appropriate governmen-
tal agencies.

8. Clients, patrons and. cus-
tomers of the home occupation
shatl be prohibited on the
premises except for education-
al sérvices on a I-to-1 pupil-

teacher basis so long as such
activity is limited to a total of
eight persons per day.:

9. The following occupa-
tions shall not be construed to
be a home occupation and

-therefore shall not be permit-
" ted: repair, manufacture, pro-

cessing or aleration of goods,
materials or objects, except
baking, dressmalking, tailoring,
and the manufacturing of arts
and craft iterns; harboring,
training or raising dogs, cats,
birds, horses or other animals;
and antomobile andfor body
fender repairing.

For those operating a home-
based business, do you meet
the definition above?

We believe: '

-+ Neighborhoods must be
protected from serious nega-
tive impacts..

* Reasonable regulatlon can
be employed and inclusive of
different types of home occu-
pations.

* Home occupations should
be permitted in all zoning ar-
eas.

+ A new law should precede
any enforcement. '

* Any restrictions on home
oceupations should be based
on addressing significant is-
sues, such as noise, parking,
traffic impacts, etc.

* Legislation shoutd facili-
tate suitable home occupations
and not be cumbersome. _

» The operator of 4 home oc-
cupation, as_defined by law,
should be allowed to operate
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until there are verified com-
plaints that the operator is oper-
ating outside of the law,

The Mauwi Planning Com-
mission approved the draft bill
— with the old definition in-
tact, and with the amendment

'to increase the acceptable area

from 250 square feet to 500
square feet. Following recom-

‘mendations by the planning

commissions and Hana Advi-
sory Council, the bill returns to
the County Council for review,
We are recommending lan-

‘guage for bill revisions.

Often, when new legisiation
or updates to archaic legisla-
tion are discussed, some say
the county should take “baby
steps” because the legislation
can be fixed down the road.
This rationale is udicrous and

-used too often.

Let’s be proactive and get
things right the first time
around, instead of delaying ac-
tion and requiring future reme-
dies. The process for changing
legislation is lengthy and cost-
ly. Matters, like home occupa-
tions, are not.new. Other mu-
nicipalities have dealt with
these issues, and excellent
models -exist. We can utilize
experts and create workable
solutions now — and that’s
what we're doing.

B Pamela Tumpap is president
of the Maui Chamber of Com-
erce.
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